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3lst liay 1958

Dear Senator Xnowland, i

I am writing to you on a mat er that deerly concerns s fellow=
Alemedan, Resr Admiral Richard .7. Bates, USN (Rtdi, who for tbe pa
nine years has been preparing the critical analyses of the major n#-
al bhattles of “orlid ¥ar II at the Haval “ar College in iewport. His
work, which 1s c.assified, hes'had the nighest preise from Professor
“amuel Horison of iarvard, the.eminent historian and autior of the
#avy*s published history of the war.., You wiil finéd the detalils of
Admirel Bates's cereer in “ho's Whoa ' '

His present work is being stopped as an economy measure. This
economy will cost the country the services of a first-class historign
who has proved iis ablility to write analyses of lasting usefulness to
naval comnaenders. All the roney in the world wiil not be sble to buy
as good a Job as he is doing in a few ycers time. J

If one belleves in the value of history thils matter is of concern
to the country as well as to Admiral Zates. ‘e hear & great deal of
talk todey about 'Education' by peopls who have very hazy ideas of
whaet they mcan by it. The vpeople who have decided to stop Admiral
Rates's work are amcng them.

Yours sincerely,
\A/‘Mm\/a ': z"’"‘?'

“ilmerth S. Lewls, formerly of
1625 Central Ave., Alameda, Czlifornie

The Fon *iliiam ¥. Xnowland,
Tribune Llig,
Cekland, Calif.
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. Dre Hem'y Hrlston,

9 East 68th Street,'
New Ionk, No Io- r

Newport is. not able to f&nmﬁ‘*ﬁnatgls L;concelvabl’y a’ really
kS va.mable blstory Oz the Kaval perata.ons m 'the Pacﬁic. '

You may rememoer tbat under Forrestal's regme ‘

= g,there‘ was establlshed at? ‘the ‘War. Gollege in- Keuport a- ‘battle
ST '{evalnatzon group. This" group, which cens:.sted of some. four
2 ;-offlcers and “the . necessary stenograpnlc ass:cstants, made t.he

> and ‘careful analysis o all: despatches and: all

e ‘information connected with thé Naval. ‘operations in. the. Pac:.flc. :' f!é'

' The resilts:are still classified Confidentisl but are said to.
" be; extraordmarily penetratlng and- ﬂlmnmatlng a.nalyses cf

what' ‘actually happened and; . ‘therefore, should’

- future very useful historic.documents as well : V"_'kgu:.deposts

to the tra:r.nlng of Naval Oﬁ‘lcers. o :..‘f

D X understand t‘le orlgmal plan was for seven vol-. B
-"'-«»f"umes, of whlch flve have been’ completed. ¥Work- on the other -
 two was in process:when the Navy. Department suddenly cut oxf

. 'funds and dissolved t,he group, t.hus ret:rmg kdmral Bates S

"f'rom actlve duty.

Admiral Bates has asked me whether money could be

e ,"‘procu‘i-véci from a ‘Foundation for the re-act:c.vat:.on of the prmect.«_‘ : |

¥hile I am doubtfnl, I nevertheless ‘think that it s of- ‘greéat
.importance that every-effort should be. made to have the, work

'A:_-lj"completed. I should greatly apprecla‘be yonrgu:.d

- matter and; if Admiral Bates tries to make
-with you,; I hope:you: will ‘be- able to see hlm.

L '_'__,»rzm a: copy of tbls letter. G

: ""7.'__::{'303115, I am as. always,

W:Lth warmest regards to you ana Peg, :.n wh:.ch Anne




” ,-.,_ﬁ_'aval Operations in World Warll

Harverd College Idray, 417
Cambridge, Mmm oer 38

44 M‘Sﬁ& ,, -
Boston, Massechasetss 02108

10 June i968 S ‘.j.'
Dear Jocker'

1 ‘hgve not changed my views. about A&atnl Ehlsey, but I haté to rub them
in beca\;se he was. such gxlat leader and a 3reat guy gencrally..

In a3 few. y.ords, X chink he made thrbe serious errors in the war -- the .
hurricanes and the Battle far Leyte Culf. When writing my volume on leyte, I
examined the dispatches carefully md concluded that he had plesty of evidence
‘of ths Japdnese turning eastward again in the Strait, but %as so "ag“r to get at
those cazriers uyp north that he chese to disregard the evidence and falsely to

. assume that the: Jaﬂanzse Center Force had been sc zeduced by afr stiacks as to

be ao menacs && Xf..nkaid. But for the bravery of the Navy £la: top aviators and
the gumption of Ziggy ..pragna, there uould hau ta2en a Romzn holiday in Leyte

I doni't un&ers.aud Adniral Hayward's c¥ack at Ra‘e. Batés :rd Qld rdorf,

’_O}g} took up the. -very.best position. ta;g::icz!lp-faz: thesrattic, and hegvy cruis- = e

Texrs to stop the Japanese Southern Forcz, Perkaps he means thar Oley wanied to
pursué tha remains of that force down the Strait and that Rafe diswa.!ﬂd hiz,
It sc, Rafe wzgs corract, bzcause wntil’ the Ba..t_w off Sawer was doclded, it
seenad tzat eley's force would have ta pile in and protect the transpores in
..eyte Guif. o '

Se jouw quote m as snpporting yout stand in Ca*-ie; sémiral, 1f yoix wish,

Sincerely yours,
) 4

Admirgl Josoph J. Clexk !B!‘c’

30 Roclkefeller Plaag

Bew York, N. Y. 3920




10 June isss
',Dear Jocker ! -

- I'have ndt chamged my visws abiout LAl Sllsey, but I haté to rub them
T in because he wa ssch a m !eadct' a gteat guy genc"ally :

) ';hurrtcaues and the Battle far &eyte Gqu ‘mten w*iting my vclume on Leyte,: I
" examined the: despatches cwfﬂ!!y md ‘concluded that he had pleaty of evidence -
‘of tha Japdnese turning eastward. again "in the Strait, but Was so cager to get at
_those carriers P morth that he chose:fo disregard the evidence zud falsely to
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£ B.aF . Bates an(‘ ol d*vc‘.orf.
LRGeS t*rwf’.'. iﬁd _’.‘e&vmi?_m L
a" 0;.5:; w.r..ed to,

' see:med taat

"“-;-z.e:;ter Gslf .

. snppoxting,yout :'st_:an;i h.‘Carri-er sdmiral, :ﬁf;yoﬁ wish, <

.30 aoczgfednr‘”
».?&ﬂ.,f°fk».-,ﬁ .
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